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then you can talk about finding solutions
and talk about critical aspects. We also
talked about the European Union, and I’m
convinced that the United States and the
European Union share the same values.
You talked about it: freedom, human rights
and democracy, economic dynamism, sus-
tainable development. And I think we—
if we work together, we really can make
a difference. And I think it’s necessary.

So I’m really looking forward of the new
administration also to have a good coopera-
tion between the European Union and the
United States.

It was also important what you said about
role of multilateral channels, the United
Nations; but also, we talked about the
NATO. And it is important to make
progress on the issues of climate change
and energy. We have so many things in
common.

So I want to thank you very much for
hospitality, the cooperation. You know,
there are really close ties between the peo-
ple of the United States and the Nether-
lands. And I’m sure that will continue in
the—in future. And when we talk about
these issue—important issues like human
rights, freedom, democracy—they—we
have, really, a common responsibility.

I wish you all the best. I presume this
will be the last time here in the White
House when you’re in office. I wish you
all the best, and thanks again for the hospi-
tality.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank
you.

Prime Minister Balkenende. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:13 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Steven C. Preston as Secretary of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development
June 5, 2008

I am pleased that the Senate unani-
mously confirmed Steve Preston to serve
as Secretary of the Department of Housing
and Urban Development.

Steve is a strong leader whose under-
standing of our financial markets and strong
management skills make him highly quali-
fied to serve in this important position. He

will aggressively work to ensure that the
Department remains focused on its mission
of making housing more affordable and
helping Americans keep their homes. Steve
is also a consensus builder who will build
on our efforts to work with Congress on
responsible legislation addressing our Na-
tion’s housing policies.
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Directive on Biometrics for Identification and Screening To Enhance
National Security
June 5, 2008

National Security Presidential Directive/NSPD–
59
Homeland Security Presidential Directive/
HSPD–24

Subject: Biometrics for Identification and
Screening to Enhance National Security

Purpose
This directive establishes a framework to

ensure that Federal executive departments
and agencies (agencies) use mutually com-
patible methods and procedures in the col-
lection, storage, use, analysis, and sharing
of biometric and associated biographic and
contextual information of individuals in a
lawful and appropriate manner, while re-
specting their information privacy and other
legal rights under United States law.

Scope
(1) The executive branch has developed

an integrated screening capability to protect
the Nation against ‘‘known and suspected
terrorists’’ (KSTs). The executive branch
shall build upon this success, in accordance
with this directive, by enhancing its capa-
bility to collect, store, use, analyze, and
share biometrics to identify and screen
KSTs and other persons who may pose a
threat to national security.

(2) Existing law determines under what
circumstances an individual’s biometric and
biographic information can be collected.
This directive requires agencies to use, in
a more coordinated and efficient manner,
all biometric information associated with
persons who may pose a threat to national
security, consistent with applicable law, in-
cluding those laws relating to privacy and
confidentiality of personal data.

(3) This directive provides a Federal
framework for applying existing and emerg-
ing biometric technologies to the collection,
storage, use, analysis, and sharing of data

in identification and screening processes
employed by agencies to enhance national
security, consistent with applicable law, in-
cluding information privacy and other legal
rights under United States law.

(4) The executive branch recognizes the
need for a layered approach to identifica-
tion and screening of individuals, as no sin-
gle mechanism is sufficient. For example,
while existing name-based screening proce-
dures are beneficial, application of biomet-
ric technologies, where appropriate, im-
prove the executive branch’s ability to iden-
tify and screen for persons who may pose
a national security threat. To be most effec-
tive, national security identification and
screening systems will require timely access
to the most accurate and most complete
biometric, biographic, and related data that
are, or can be, made available throughout
the executive branch.

(5) This directive does not impose re-
quirements on State, local, or tribal authori-
ties or on the private sector. It does not
provide new authority to agencies for col-
lection, retention, or dissemination of infor-
mation or for identification and screening
activities.

Definitions
(6) In this directive:

(a) ‘‘Biometrics’’ refers to the measurable
biological (anatomical and physio-
logical) and behavioral characteristics
that can be used for automated rec-
ognition; examples include fingerprint,
face, and iris recognition; and

(b) ‘‘Interoperability’’ refers to the ability
of two or more systems or compo-
nents to exchange information and to
use the information that has been ex-
changed.
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